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Superintendent’s Student Cadre Zoom Meeting Agenda 

November 4 2020   
 
I. Welcome/Introductions/Favorite class this school year & why? 

• Finance –Miller 
• Psychology – PVCC class 
• Capstone Spanish – Raught 
• English – Daly 
• AP US History – Mitton 
• French – Trenton 
• AP US History – Mitton 
• AP US History – Mitton 
• AP Stats – Seaman 
• World History – Rojas 
• AP History – Cento 
• Econ – Thomas 
• Algebra 3-4 – O’Brien 
• AP US History – Mitton 
• Math/Film & TV Class – White for Math/Contreras for Film & TV 
• Spanish Capstone - Raught 

 
II. Update on Sock/Mask Drive 

• November 9 – December 9 
• Collection bins being delivered to each school office, district office and ECS office 

on Friday.   
• Flyer is in all school newsletters and on CCUSD’s social media. 
• Make sure to get the word out. 

 
III. Second Semester Drive: 

• Cait spoke to the group about a book drive for the second semester. 
• They’re less common and it would be collecting elementary age books, old school 

work books (like the kind you buy at the store). 
• They would be shared with the elementary schools. Dr. Burdick added that  most 

of our households have books in their homes, but there are communities in the 
inner city with no books.   

• The books could be taken to people in need and donated to inner city schools. 
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• This book drive would be scheduled for February – we will need a flyer (Cait 
offered) and collection bins. 

• Grace offered that NHS had a book drive last year and she would check to see if 
they are going to do it again.  Grace will get back to Dr. Burdick. 

• Other sites for donations could be UMOM and The Salvation Army. 
 
IV. Social/Emotional 
Question/Comment 
Student mental health (in the wake of COVID-19) 
Keeping a positive mind frame during these challenging 
times 
How to remain social during a pandemic 
Addressing (and ending) antisemitism in schools 
Becoming an actively anti-racist district 
Teaching students to help create real, positive change and 
be change makers 
Addressing (and ending) homophobia in schools 
Possibly having students sign a contract saying they will not 
use any slurs in school (example:  The n-slur, the f-slur, the 
k-slur, etc.) 
Making sure students, teachers, and staff feel they have 
support systems within our district 
Staff and students building better relationships 
Impacts of COVID-19 on the student’s mental health, 
physical health, student’s success and motivation 
How will we safety return to school 

 
• Dr. Burdick asked the group what they saw, now that they’re back in school – has 

it been different than the summer? 
 A student offered that it’s better to be back in person.  Still hard because 

the year feels weird, but it’s great to know that people are there for you. 
 A student not in attendance offered the following:  To help the impact of 

COVID-19 on students, I suggest introducing some student/teacher-led 
after school workout classes. Exercise is both good for physical and mental 
health and can help both teachers and students. If they are taught outside, 
then we can social distance also.  

• Dr. Burdick said she walked through CSHS yesterday – it looks the same but it’s 
different.  The pandemic has affected everyone’s social life and how we interact 
with our friends. 
 A student offered that school is better in person.  They had spent the past 

week online and they felt disconnected with the teachers. 
• Dr. Burdick asked the students in attendance with attend CSHS E-Campus  (mixed 

classes of AOI and webcam) how they felt, how can we help with the disconnect? 
 A student offered that even though they don’t see their friends as much, it 

isn’t everything. 
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 A student offered that there has been some rough patches (as they have 
been home for 8 months).  This has been hard for everyone – the teachers 
are doing their best and this is working ok for them.  She misses her friends, 
but they keep in touch and they’re making the best of the situation.  

 A student added that there are some sacrifices that have to be made and 
the teachers are doing a good job. 

• Dr. Burdick asked if there was anything we can share with the teachers? 
 A student suggested projecting the online kids on the screen in front of the 

class – we can hear them but we cannot see them.  Maybe they would feel 
more like a part of the class that way.   

• Dr. Burdick added that the District is trying to figure out better technology in the 
classroom – things better than webcams, presentation equipment.  Unfortunately, 
some of the teachers’ computers are old and cannot handle the software and 
CCUSD needs more bandwidth, both of which cost a lot of money. 
 A student offered that it’s sometimes difficult to hear the teacher through 

their masks. 
• Dr. Burdick said the District is looking into audio enhancement features. 

 One student offered that sometimes the webcams are blurry and they 
cannot make out what’s on the board.  They can hear ok.  The teacher does 
try to adjust the webcam.  They get answers to their questions from the chat 
feature. 

 A student added that in their math class with Mr. Marando, he uses a blank 
power point slide with an electronic pen and shares his screen.  They find 
this very helpful. 

• Dr. Burdick said another challenge with COVID is we’re concerned about the 
students mental health.  Has it gotten better now that students are back in school 
or since you’re back in school, have you heard any of your friends having issues 
or loneliness issues? How do you keep a positive frame of mind?  We are phasing 
in now, this is our new reality and hopefully we will move into a new phase soon.  
Is anyone still not used to it? 
 A student offered that they are used to it now.  You have to mask up and 

take more precautions.  This student felt it would be difficult to break the 
habits of wiping everything down and making sure they had their mask 
whenever we get back to normal. 

 A student sent in the following:  Trying new things, getting outdoors for some 
fresh air always helps to clear your mind. This may include going on a walk, 
going on a run, riding your bike or skateboard. Coming from personal 
experience, going outside and listening to some music helps reduce my 
stress and anxiety.  

 Being in sports helps.   
 Meet up with friends outside of school and study together. 

• Dr. Burdick asked if any of the students have been quarantine and how that went.  
The schools are doing a great job and there hasn’t been a lot of spread.  At CSHS 
and STMS she has observed everyone wearing their masks. 
 A student offered that his friends were in quarantine and they were having 

a hard time catching up.  How can this student help? 



 4  
 

• Dr. Burdick told the student to let his friends know that teachers are trying to 
connect with Zoom office hours; assignments are on Canvas and if they are having 
challenges, to please let their teachers and counselors know right away.  The worst 
thing they can do is keep quiet about falling behind.  She also knows that there is 
tutoring available.   

• Dr. Burdick asked the group what does equity or social justice mean to you – it 
isn’t always about race. 
 A student offered that it’s a lot of different factors.  Social justice is more 

with recognizing that there are different beliefs, cultures, identities and 
acknowledging them.  If you’re uncomfortable with them, talk about it – don’t 
assume the stereotype – be kind. 

• Dr. Burdick added kindness is key – the opposite of negativity and prejudices. 
 A student added the slur words are used as more of a joke and not a slur.  

Students are not thinking about the impact they have on someone and 
they’re not meaning them in the wrong way.  Some students don’t express 
that they’re hurt by these words.   

• Dr. Burdick said with people saying them in jest and not thinking about what they’re 
saying – other people will still internalize them.  If you hear someone saying 
something in jest and it bothers you – say something.  Be empathetic and put 
yourself in that person’s shoes.  Tell them why it’s not funny and harmful.  She 
added that social justice, race, equality – many say things that are not as egregious 
as that but it’s still a problem.  They may comment about your hair, weight, gender.   
 A student submitted the following regarding anti-racist district:   I would like 

to help our school become an anti-racist school by not denying anyone how 
important their place is in this world. Leading by example in being a good 
listener when someone is explaining their story of racism. I try hard to listen 
with the intent to understand and not just respond before thinking. 

• Dr. Burdick asked the group what they thought about having a contract saying 
students will not use any slurs in school (example:  The n-slur, the f-slur, the k-slur, 
etc.) – would it bring awareness? 
 A student added that it probably wouldn’t do much.  Some groups would be 

ok with it and others it probably wouldn’t be the best option. 
 A student agreed and that it wouldn’t be taken seriously – there’s a student 

handbook with rules. 
 A student added that there is always going to be a group that thinks it’s 

stupid and laugh – no matter what it is.  It might wake people up and 
subconsciously see a problem with that they’re doing and may make them 
realize that they should think before they speak. 

 A student offered that it wouldn’t make an effective impact because there 
are so many opinions at CSHS. 

• Dr. Burdick added we need kindness, acceptance – we’re all different – our beliefs, 
our hair, our shapes.  We need to learn to coexist. 

• Dr. Burdick shared the CCUSD Support Services Newsletters for September and 
October to show the group.  You can find them in the hotlinks above and please 
share them if you know someone in crisis.   

https://www.ccusd93.org/cms/lib/AZ02204140/Centricity/Domain/4/Spt%20Services%20September%20CCUSD%20Newsletter.pdf
https://www.ccusd93.org/cms/lib/AZ02204140/Centricity/domain/4/community/October%202020%20CCUSD%20Support%20Services%20Newsletter.pdf
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 A student added that there are a lot of support systems available for 
students within the district.  A lot of students don’t know about them and 
sometimes it’s hard to ask who and where.  Saying something kind can 
make someone’s day. 

• Dr. Burdick said there are times when we received very angry emails and you feel 
as though the weight of the world in on your shoulders – then we will get an email, 
note, text that lifts the spirits and really brightens the day. 
 A student offered that CSHS was a happier environment last week – teacher 

prank week.  It was a lot of fun.  This student suggested spirit week and 
different activities. 

• Dr. Burdick added that the elementary schools have a lot of spirit weeks and she 
would share the suggestion with CSHS Administration. 
 A student asked if the new superintendent was going to continue with the 

Superintendent’s Student Cadre. 
• Dr. Burdick said she was going to suggest he does, she is in the process of setting 

up a meeting with him. 
• Dr. Burdick reminded the group that November 30 is their joint meeting with the 

Superintendent’s Community Council – the group will be going into Zoom breakout 
rooms to discuss two issues and then return to report out. 

• This groups next meeting is November 18th – beginning at 3pm (new time for 
meetings and will allow everyone time to get home) 

 
Staff and students building better relationships 

 A student not in attendance sent in the following:  I would suggest both 
teachers and students showing an interest in what happens in their lives 
outside of the classroom. Get to know who they are as an individual. Such 
as, what does your teacher like to do on the weekend, what are some of 
your student’s favorite restaurants or vacations? I feel this brings people 
together as human beings, not just student and teacher. 

 
V. Student Concerns:  Bullying 
 
VI. Good of the Order 
 

 
Upcoming Meetings 

September 30 – October 28 November 4 – November 18 
November 30 – Joint Meeting with Superintendent’s Community Council 

January 20, 2020 – February 17 
March 29 – Joint Meeting with Superintendent’s Community Council 

March 31 – April 21 
 

Get social with CCUSD 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CaveCreekUSD/
https://www.instagram.com/cavecreekusd93/
https://twitter.com/cavecreekusd93
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCztKhD6SeXLhU1vAHhSr9ZQ

